Visualizing gene expression: an unfolding story.
Eukaryotic transcription is a dynamic process in which RNA polymerases read DNA templates that are tightly wrapped around histones. In this issue of Cell, Janicki et al. (2004) provide a glimpse of the events that follow transcriptional induction, using an integrated cytological system observed in real time. They find that local decondensation of the template is accompanied by profound changes in chromatin composition.